For years I have wanted to make this, my second book, distinctly different from other Financial Manage-ment texts. One of my motivations for this is that we are always looking for ways to simplify difficult things. This book grew out of years of interaction with businessmen, who talked with me about their problems, and, I must admit, often suggested possible solutions. 



The reader will see some math in this book; but only what was indispensable. I tried to avoid the arrogance of those texts interspersed with mathematical abstrac-tions. The math ends up obstructing the business view, whose nature is simple and goes hand-in-hand with common sense.



I do not want the reader to think I am trying to start an academic revolution. I simply resolved to start from zero, taking out everything which seemed unnecessary, and that only existed because of tradition, which has made Financial Management increasingly and unnecessarily heavy.



